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Republican tax rollout hits 
a bump in the road: Rubio 


Possible defection hinges 
on impact below the top 


By ALAN RAPPEPORT 
AND THOMAS KAPLAN 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - House and Sen- 
ate Republicans faced a new round of 
uncertainty Thursday about the fate of 
their $1.5 trillion tax bill with the pos- 
sible defection of a Republican senator, 
Marco Rubio of Florida, amid continu- 
ing questions about how the bill will be 
paid for and how much of the benefits 
will flow to low- and middle-income 
people versus corporations. 

Republicans, who reached agree- 


ment Wednesday on a merged version 
of the House and Senate tax plans, 
expect to unveil the final bill today 
and vote on the legislation early next 
week so that it can be sent to President 
Trump before Christmas. 

But those plans were thrown into 
some disarray Thursday when Rubio 
said that he would vote no on the bill 
unless it included a more generous ver- 
sion of the child tax credit, which he 
and another Republican senator, Mike 
Lee of Utah, have been pushing for to 
benefit lower-income individuals. 

“I think my requests have been 
pretty reasonable and consistent and 
direct,” Rubio said. A spokesman for 
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GOP's final tax bill steps modestly 
to restore some of SALT deduction 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - A Republican 
compromise tax-overhaul bill would 
modestly expand the number of New 
Yorkers who could continue to write off 
some of their state and local taxes on 
their federal returns, tax experts said 
Thursday, but Democrats continued to 
grouse that the state would lose out un- 
der the tax legislation because it trims 
the so-called SALT deduction. 

In their final version of the legisla- 
tion, House and Senate negotiators 
agreed to allow taxpayers to write off 
up to $10,000 in property taxes, in- 
come or sales taxes — or a combination 


fits 
Derek Gee/News file photo 
Rep. Tom Reed, R-Corning, 
lauds “added step we’ve been 
advocating since Day One.” 


of property and sales or property and 
income taxes. 

For New Yorkers, that’s an improve- 
ment over the previous versions of the 
tax bill, which would have allowed tax- 
payers to deduct only $10,000 in prop- 
erty taxes. But it falls far short of the 
standard set in the tax code since the 
income tax was established in 1913, 
which said taxpayers could deduct ev- 
ery penny they paid in state and local 
taxes. 

Tax experts said the change in the fi- 
nal version of the tax bill would largely 
benefit higher-income taxpayers who 
don’t own their own home. 


See Tax on Page A7 


Christopher Tyes, left, and lead instructor Danny Salomon use a table saw to cut notches in a frame Tyes is building while participating in the 
Society for the Advancement of Construction Related Arts at Assembly House - the former Immaculate Conception Catholic Church. 


By CoLin DABKOWSKI 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Loriene Bridgett moved to Buf- 
falo in January with big dreams and 
asmall budget. 

The Brooklyn native, eager to 
start a new life after surviving a 
bus accident in 2015, settled into an 
apartment near East Delavan Ave- 
nue and Grider Street to begin her 
job search. But she soon learned her 
prospects were bleak: Without a car, 
Bridgett couldn’t reach the subur- 
ban customer service jobs she was 
qualified to hold. When she lined up 
ajob as a pharmacy assistant at an 


Artist-led program 
grooms new breed 
of skilled artisans 


Collaborative effort teaches blend of art, 
architecture that could result in jobs 


East Side Rite Aid, the store closed 
following a robbery there in June. 
“Traumatic doesn’t begin to de- 
scribe it,” Bridgett said of her 2015 
accident and its aftermath, which 
pushed her dream of launching her 
own business farther out of reach. 
But almost a year after her move 
to Buffalo - thanks to an innovative 
job training program headquartered 
in a former Catholic church on Ed- 
ward Street - things are looking up. 
SACRA - or Society for the Ad- 
vancement of the Construction-Re- 
lated Arts -is a collaboration of Buf- 
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Related: To SEE MORE CONSTRUCTION PHOTOS FROM SACRA, GO TO THE PICTURE PAGE, B6 


In partisan 
vote, FCC 
repeals net 
neutrality 


Moce blasted as attack 
on internet freedom 


By Brian FuNG 


WASHINGTON POST 


WASHINGTON - Federal regula- 
tors voted Thursday to allow internet 
providers to speed up service for web- 
sites they favor - and block or slow 
down others - in a decision repealing 
landmark, Obama-era regulations 
overseeing broadband companies such 
as AT&T and Verizon. 

The move by the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission to deregulate 
the telecom and cable industries was a 
prominent example of the policy shifts 
taking place in Washington under 
President Trump and a major setback 
for consumer groups, tech companies 
and Democrats who had lobbied heav- 
ily against the decision. 

The 3-2 vote, which was along par- 
ty lines, enabled the FCC’s Republican 
chairman, Ajit Pai, to follow through 
on his promise to repeal the govern- 
ment’s 2015 net neutrality rules, which 
required internet providers to treat all 
websites, large and small, equally. The 
agency also rejected some of its own au- 
thority over the broadband industry in 
abid to stymie future FCC officials who 
might seek to reverse the Republican- 
led ruling. 

The result was a redrawing of the 
FCC’s oversight powers, at a time of 
rapid transformation in the media and 
technology sectors. 

The vote has also cast a spotlight on 
Pai, once a little-known regulator, who 
has become one of the faces of dereg- 
ulation in the Trump era. On the eve 
of the vote, Pai released a video that 
featured him dressed as Santa, wield- 
ing a lightsaber and clutching a fidget 
spinner to defend his decision to re- 
peal the net neutrality rules and mock 
his critics. 
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= Lake-effect snow showers. High 
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